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Overview

> Provide background about high risk 
driving behaviours and research.

> Share examples of high risk driving 
behaviours.

> Describe the high risk driver profile.
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Background

> Over the past several decades there have 
been significant declines in the number of 
deaths and injuries on highways.

> This has resulted from:

» Improvements in vehicle design

» Improvements in highway infrastructure

» Changes in driver attitudes and behaviour 
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Background

> A powerful example is the change in 
attitudes toward drinking and driving.

> During the 1980s and early 1990s the 
publicôs attitude shifted from acceptance and 
complacency to intolerance/outrage. 

> The prevalence of drinking and driving and 
the incidence of alcohol -related crashes 
declined at unprecedented rates.

> By early 2000s progress had slowed, perhaps 
because the problem had changed.
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High risk driving behaviours

> Can be defined as any behaviour linked 
to a significantly higher likelihood of 
being involved in a crash. 

> Four driving behaviours are universally 
recognized as major risks:  

» driving after drinking; 

» speeding; 

» non-use of seat belts; and,

» running red lights.


